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Barrett watercolor of Ronchamps interior for Light Revealing Architecture (Marietta Millet, Van Nostrand Reinhold, 1996) 
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Beth Upton, Upton Lewis Remodel, 1988 Chair, 1970 Third-year student Keaton Cizek receiving award, 2014 

I feel fortunate because my life has been filled with design projects: images on paper 

and in film, wooden and ceramic objects, publications, buildings, gardens, and 

university courses. I am now dedicating myself to the design of my writing and 

research, and to the pleasure of inspiring students to realize their own designs in 

whatever media they may be. 
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My current research (a book project) concerns the thirteenth-century castrum of 

Cordes and the culture of Languedoc, in particular the area controlled by the counts 

of Toulouse. This time and region interest me because of the legacy of the Roman 

Empire, the strength of the secular, commercial culture, the work of the 

troubadours, and the religious tolerance of the counts.   
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I have also researched the French bastides since 2002. Below is the abstract of an 

article that I submitted to Speculum in August of 2014.  

 

 

The Problem of the French Bastides 

 

The bastides of southern France form a significant sector of medieval urban history 

yet their definitions are clouded by conflicting opinion and anachronistic views. A 

general and simplified definition is that bastides are new towns established in the 

southwest of France between 1250 and 1350. There is much more to the story 

however, and the development models for the bastides are an important part of it. 

Many of these models—called “proto-bastides” in this article—were settlements and 

chartered towns in the territory controlled by the counts of Toulouse beginning in the 

eleventh century. With the goal of showing that bastide towns were just one late 

manifestation of an impressive rural and urban development movement in the 

Garonne River Basin, this article explores the charters of some of these towns for 

evidence of new relationships between lords and the people living in the lands under 

their control. The provision for houses and lots of equal dimensions; for a body of 

consuls, sometimes elected by town citizens; and an emphasis on commercial activity 

are key attributes of these charters. The persistent presence of these elements in the 

charters of towns founded or re-chartered between the mid-twelfth and the mid-

thirteenth century suggests that rather than erupting as a new phenomenon in the third 

quarter of the thirteenth century, the bastides followed on the heels of well-established 

relationships and experiments in residential development and in a monetary economy.  
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Rome: Third and Fourth Year Studios 

This is the work of Yichen Wang, a fourth-year 

student. The project was to design a new enclosure 

for the Ara Pacis (pace, Richard Meier) 
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Rome: Third and Fourth Year Studios: Yichen Wang 
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Rome: Third and Fourth Year Studios: Rione Study: Dustin Blalock (Rioni Ponti) 

Students spent the first two weeks of our semester abroad preparing reports about their rione. They were 

required to do an urban, architectural, and historical analysis and construct a walking tour.  
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Master’s Thesis: Rebekah Ulm 

This project involved the re-development of a site in Oklahoma City for affordable housing, adding 

twelve new condominium units preserving and remodeling an adjacent existing historic structure, the 

Walcourt Apartments. As Rebekah’s Chair, I guided her through site selection and analysis, precedent 

studies, pro forma studies, and final design. 
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Diagramming: I use my iPad to lead my history students in analyzing the buildings we study 

through diagrams that they draw along with me. Below left: my diagrams, and right: those of my student 

Grant Bankston. 
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Concept Models for a variety of studio projects 
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Architecture 3543 (History IV) 

Myth and Measure:  

Architecture and Urbanism from Late Antiquity 

through the Gothic Period in Selected Western 

European Sites  

In this class, we explore the paths by which Greek and Roman 

mythology, numerology, and geometry permeated medieval 

architecture and urban design. The work of Vitruvius—the 

consolidation of Greek treatises on architectural proportion and his 

own theories on the topic—enjoyed its first revival under 

Charlemagne in the ninth century, and became an important basis of 

design from that point forward. Plato’s work in geometry was 

incorporated into neo-Platonic Christian theory beginning in the 

fourth century, and according to some contemporary authors, was 

one of the primary drivers of church design in the Middle Ages. 

There are many other examples of these threads of continuity 

presently undergoing scrutiny by medieval scholars. With respect to 

geometrical analyses, students of architecture are particularly well-

suited to join the debate, as their CAD skills and knowledge of 

construction processes enable them to contribute in a unique way.  

The project on the right was done by Keaton Cizek; an analysis of a 

Marlon Blackwell  project in Springdale, Arkansas (St. Nicholas 

Greek Orthodox Church, 2009). Keaton won an Undergraduate 

Research Award for this project.  
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Architectural Sketching 

I taught this course many years while at the University of 

Washington and my favorite approach was to use construction sites 

to teach drawing and composition. We were fortunate to visit 

Gehry’s Experience Music Project while it was being framed  

(lower left).  
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Publications 

While I lived in Seattle, I was involved in either 

founding or directing the production of publications 

for the design community. Column 5 was an annual 

journal produced by students of the UW College of 

Architecture which I helped start, and then led the 

design and production class for several years.  
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Publications 

I and four of my colleagues founded this journal in 1981 with the 

desire to unite the design community in Seattle. I served for several 

years on the Editorial Board and as Production Manager. ARCADE 

still exists, albeit in a much more sophisticated form!  
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I worked with the Seattle Sephardic 

Brotherhood for ten years on various 

phases of the renovation of their cemetery, 

including a new chapel, plaza, and 

memorial wall. 
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Residential and Commercial Remodels. These were the bread and butter  of my practice. Upper 

photos show the Upton Lewis Remodel and lower photos show a new art studio for Morrie Piha. For a 

full list of projects, please see my website.  
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Some of the illustrations for Light Revealing Architecture, 

a book by Marietta Millet for which I made 100 line 

drawings and watercolors. The illustration on the first page 

of this portfolio is also an example.  
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Summerland, Mt. Rainier, by author 


